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TO FILL A newly'found demand lor aero-
planes. lor private and club ownershrp
during the late twenties and early lhirtres,
landem two-seal biplanes wilh engines of
abour l0O h.p. were produced in Brataan by
a number of makers. Hordes of Moars and
Avians wete ioined in smaller numbers by
such types as the Spartan Atrcw lsee AWal
1980 Aeromodellerl and the Patnall Ell.

George Parnal l  and Co, original ly shop
li t ters in Bristol,  produced Service aircraft
during the 1914- 18 war and lhese incluoeo
Avto 5O4s and lhe.r own (not verv success-
lull Parnall Scout. Subsequently they bu a
the lnteresting Parnall Peto seapla^e.
which was desagned lo operate from a
submarine, and the single-seat P/pr? naval
l ighter. In lhe civi l  l ighl aeroplane f ield,
however, lhey began with the l i l t le Pri le -
a low'wing monoplane wirh a 736cc
Douglas engine lhal achieved 76.1 mph
and won the Abdulla speed pri2e at Lympne
in 1923.

A two-seat development tol iowed in the
Pixie Mk I, which flew in bolh monoplane
and bipfane forms; then came the lmp,
powered by a Genet ot 80ho. which ttew
from the companv's aerodrome at yale rn
1927.

From lhis assortment, many of whach nao
been designed by Harold Bolas, the F// was
evolved. The t irst ot lhe three to be buih
made its publ ic debut al Olvmpia In
February 1929, later lo f ly from Yate as G-
AAFH. Several improvemenls were rncor-
porated anto the mark l l ,  including a
reducl ion from ful l  lo half-span ai lerons
and a change from a tai lplane with a faci l i ty
lo adjust the angle on the ground only, to a
unit wi lh in-f l ight variable incrdence. A
producl ion run of G,AAIN and G-AA|O
completed the F/t l ine. The Mk I f tew
behind a Circus Hermes lot 105 h.o. whil€
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lhe lwo later machrnes boasled lhe ad-
dir ional '15 h.p. of the Hermes t l .  The lone
survivor, G-AAlN, revened al some t ime to
the lower powered engine and f l ies with
this loday.

Although broadly conventional at f i rst
sight, lhe 6/t has several novel features,
some of which are good, but others of
which are disl incl ly less braght. Among the
former must be counted the wing bracang,
lor inslead of lhe usual verl icsl interplane
struls towarcls the l ips, with landing and
flying wires inboard of those slruts, a
system ot Warren girders provides the
necessary r|grdrty and even el iminates lhe
need for a iury slrut when the wings are
folded. The maker's booklel claims that in
lhis condit ion the F/ is 1 f l .  6 ins. narrower
lhan the other €xisl ing machin€s, to
laci l i tate transport through gateways when
berng retr ieved after a forced landing!

This brings thoughts to rhe fuel system,
which has caused problems in the past; the
main supply of ' l  I  gal lons is in lhe fuselage
and therefore pump-dependant for i ts f low
lo the carburettor, with a capaci ly ol only 3
gal lons in the top (gravrly) tank in the wrng
centre-section. This leaves a very l imited
safe endurance lor take,off,  landing and
crrcuit  work, al which l imes at is (]nwise to
rely on a pump. Both the other F/yes ended
their l ives premalurely fol lowing pump
fai lures.

A bonus feature on the F// is lhe way In
whrch al l  vibral ion is damoed between the
engine and air lrame. Ahhough lhe upright
4-cyl inder Hermes as t lself  a smooth-
runner, rt  has a manor lumpy spot at lhe low
end of the power-scale, but even this is nol
transmitted to the occupants. Possibly at is
the smoothesl piston engrne and aarframe
combination of anv aeroolane that I  have
mol. This appl ies bolh on the ground

{where at is most noticeable}and in lhe air.
The F// is f lown from the rear cockort.

which is furlher back lhan o, I  mosl designs,
lor even the front seat is well  behind the
cenlre ot gravity. The layolr l  is pleasant, but
a balf l ing fealure to f ind is the duplicated
fore-and-aft tr imming faci l i ty. A large
geared handwheel on the r ight cockprt watl
akers the lai lplane incidence, while a smatl
lever near lhe f loor. iusl ah€ad of lhe
control column, adiusls the st ick pressur€
by a blngee. I  was unable to t ind anyone
who cori ld advise on the need or use for this
unrqle combination, but as G-AAIN had
not f lown for 34 years when we launched
her on 24th June, thts mav nol be surors-
ingl By start ing with each device jn the
neutral posit ion and experimenling in the
air,  we learnl fair ly quickly lhal even with
al l  this help the E/ is not over-endoweo
with usable lr im range.

There is insuaficient sDace here lo
describe all the E/l's features in depth of
delai l ,  but points lhal should not be missed
are the large slol led ai lerons which have no
cables or t ie rods, but which are moved by
exlernal steel lubang; lhe small  wing gap
which brings the upper wing very close to
lhe lop ot the fuselage al l i t t le above eye
level lo therefore otfer a be er view than on
mosl biplanes, and the designer's aim to
el iminale al l  techn ical jargon, with ign,lron
switches marked slop and 'run and the
lnm lever with i ts range l imats marked'top
speed and 'stal l  l

The F/ is an interesl ing addit ion lo the
range of exhibits at Old Warden. l l  rs
pleasant lo f ly and has an altract ive appear-
ance in lhe air.  Whale not a world prize,
wrnnet, r t  Incorporales several unusual
leatutes, and experience with these musl
have had some inf luence dn the design of
l ighl aircraft from other manufaclurers
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DIr|ENSIONS
Wing span: 9.5 metres (31f i  2, in)

.  Lower wins:  8.15 metres (26f i  g in)

I  Lenglh:  6.95 merres (22tt  1o; in)
I  H€rohl :  2.45 melres {8t t  6 in}
'  -  -C win-s u,"u,  18.18 sq. metres

{195 sq. f t } .
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FEPRII{TS O' THIS FEATURE WIIH
r/t2nd SCALE DnAWltlGS PLUS
DYEIINE PFINIS OF THE I/'ATH

SCAIE OFIGINAIS ARE AVAILABIE AS
PLAN PACK 3026PffICE !' OO
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